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Source Sheet Class 19-“2000 Years of Jewish History”-Rabbi Menachem Levine 
Video and audio recordings of previous lectures are available at  www.amechad.org/classes  
 
Source 1 
A hostile attitude toward the Jewish nation was a major shortcoming of Stalin's. In his 
speeches and writings as a leader and theoretician there wasn't even a hint of this. God 
forbid that anyone assert that a statement by him smacked of anti-Semitism. Outwardly 
everything looked correct and proper. But in his inner circle, when he had occasion to 
speak about some Jewish person, he always used an emphatically distorted pronunciation. 
This was the way backward people lacking in political consciousness would express 
themselves in daily life — people with a contemptuous attitude toward Jews. They would 
deliberately mangle the Russian language, putting on a Jewish accent or imitating certain 
negative characteristics [attributed to Jews]. Stalin loved to do this, and it became one of 
his characteristic traits. 

Memoirs of Nikita Khruschev 

Source 2 
Trotsky—the satanic “Bronstein of Russian anti-Semites”—was deeply offended whenever 
anyone presumed to call him a Jew. When a visiting Jewish delegation appealed to him to 
help fellow Jews, he flew into a rage: “I am not a Jew but an internationalist.” He reacted 
similarly when requested by Rabbi Eisenstadt of Petrograd to allow special flour for 
Passover matzos, adding on this occasion that “he wanted to know no Jews.” At another 
time he said that the Jews interested him no more than the Bulgarians.  
 
Harvard Professor Emeritus of History, Richard Pipes in Russia Under the Bolshevik Regime 
 
Source 3 
“The heaviest blow which ever struck humanity was Christianity; Bolshevism is 
Christianity’s illegitimate child.  Both are inventions of the Jew.” 
 
- Norman Cameron and R.H. Stevens, trans., (Oxford, 1953), Hitler's Table-Talk, p. 7 
 
Source 4 
“For more than two decades the Jewish Bolshevik regime in Moscow had tried to set fire 
not merely to Germany but to all of Europe…The Jewish Bolshevik rulers in Moscow have 
unswervingly undertaken to force their domination upon us and the other European 
nations and that is not merely spiritually, but also in terms of military power…Now the 
time has come to confront the plot of the Anglo-Saxon Jewish war-mongers and the equally 
Jewish rulers of the Bolshevik center in Moscow!” 

Hitler’s speech to the Reichstag justifying Operation Barbarossa in 1941 
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Source 5 

“...the settlement of the Czechoslovakian problem, which has now been achieved is, in my 
view, only the prelude to a larger settlement in which all Europe may find peace. This 
morning I had another talk with the German Chancellor, Herr Hitler, and here is the 
paper which bears his name upon it as well as mine.... I believe it is peace in our time ... 
peace with honor.” 
 
Prime Minister of England Neville Chamberlain 
 
Source 6 
“The history of Germany will remain tainted for all time by the most atrocious crimes that 
human beings have ever inflicted upon helpless fellow human beings…No one will be able 
to describe Germany as the land of Goethe, and Bach, Kant and Lessing…It was also, and 
remains, henceforth, the land of Hitler, Himmler and the death camps.” 
 
German historian Werner Keller  

 
Source 7 
They were then herded naked into the gas chambers. Usually they were told these were 
showers or delousing chambers, and there were signs outside saying “baths” and “sauna.” 
They were sometimes given a small piece of soap and a towel so as to avoid panic, and were 
told to remember where they had put their belongings for the same reason. When they 
asked for water because they were thirsty after the long journey in the cattle trains, they 
were told to hurry up, because coffee was waiting for them in the camp, and it was getting 
cold….Another improvement we made over Treblinka was that we built our gas chambers 
to accommodate 2,000 people at one time, whereas at Treblinka their 10 gas chambers only 
accommodated 200 people each. The way we selected our victims was as follows: we had 
two SS doctors on duty at Auschwitz to examine the incoming transports of prisoners. The 
prisoners would be marched by one of the doctors who would make spot decisions as they 
walked by. Those who were fit for work were sent into the Camp. Others were sent immediately 
to the extermination plants. Children of tender years were invariably exterminated, since by 
reason of their youth they were unable to work. Still another improvement we made over 
Treblinka was that at Treblinka the victims almost always knew that they were to be 
exterminated and at Auschwitz we endeavored to fool the victims into thinking that they were to 
go through a delousing process. Of course, frequently they realized our true intentions and we 
sometimes had riots and difficulties due to that fact. Very frequently women would hide their 
children under the clothes but of course when we found them we would send the children in to be 
exterminated. We were required to carry out these exterminations in secrecy but of course 
the foul and nauseating stench from the continuous burning of bodies permeated the entire 
area and all of the people living in the surrounding communities knew that exterminations 
were going on at Auschwitz. 
 
Rudolf Hess, Auschwitz camp commandant, Nuremberg testimony. 
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Source 8 

“The final solution transcended the bounds of modern historical experience. Never before 
in modern history had one people made the killing of another the fulfillment of an ideology, 
in whose pursuit means were identical with ends. History has, to be sure, recorded terrible 
massacres and destructions that one people perpetrated against another. But all, however 
cruel and unjustifiable, were intended to achieve an instrumental ends, being means to 
ends and not ends in and of themselves.”  
Lucy Dawidowicz in The War Against the Jews 
 
Source 9 
“If only one country, for whatever reason, tolerates a Jewish family in it, that family will 
become the germ center for fresh sedition. If one little Jewish boy survives without any 
Jewish education, with no synagogue and no Hebrew school, it [Judaism] is in his soul. 
Even if there had never been a synagogue or a Jewish school or an Old Testament, the 
Jewish spirit would still exist and exert its influence. It has been there from the beginning 
and there is no Jew, not a single one, who does not personify it.”  
 
- Robert Wistrich, Hitler's Apocalypse, p. 122; from a conversation with Croatian Foreign 
Minister General Kvaternik, July 21, 1941 
 
Source 10 
The struggle for world domination will be fought entirely between us, between Germans 
and Jews.  All else is facade and illusion.  Behind England stands Israel, and behind 
France, and behind the United States.  Even when we have driven the Jew out of Germany, 
he remains our world enemy.  
 
- Rauschning, Hitler Speaks, p. 234 
 


